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“The Failures of J.K. Rowling”  Anna Hosain 2/11/14 Huffington Post
Pre Reading Questions:
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]What motivates you to do well? 

2. Have you ever failed at a task? How did it make you feel? 
3. Do you think a CEO or someone famous ever deals with true failures?
Since her rise to fame, Rowling has become famous for many a great things. She is one of the few self-made women billionaires in the world, she is the single most popular author of the century, she has done for literacy what people have been trying to do for years, and she is a genius in the minds of all those who know and understand Harry Potter. The one thing she is not famous for however, is being a failure. But this is exactly the point that J.K. Rowling made in her interview with Oprah. The interview, which was filmed during the last season of The Oprah Winfrey Show, came after all seven Harry Potter books had been written and published. The two heavy-weight champions sat together and discussed the life they now lived; the life neither imagined they would ever live. They spoke about many things, including the commencement speech Rowling gave at Harvard, which Rowling said was one of the most frightening things she had ever done.
"Failure," says Rowling, "Failure is so important -- it doesn't get spoken about enough. We speak about success all the time, but, you know, I do not know any -- I haven't met -- and I've been so fortunate and met extraordinary people through Harry Potter, and not one of them didn't have their failure -- more than one failure. And it's the ability to resist failure, in many ways, or use failure that often leads to the greatest success, isn't it? So, yeah. Failure. I've often met people who - who are terrified, you know, in a straight jacket of their own making because they'd rather do anything than fail. They don't want to try for fear of failing. Well that's the rock-bottom thing. Rock-bottom wasn't fun -- at all. I'm not going to romanticize rock-bottom, but it was liberating. What did I have to lose?"
Ordinary people might sit there and wonder what exactly is she talking about, how has Rowling ever failed, when by most measures, she is one of the most successful people, ever. A simple sports analogy may help. "I've missed more than 9000 shots in my career. I've lost almost 300 games. 26 times, I've been trusted to take the game winning shot and missed. I've failed over and over and over again in my life. And that is why, I succeed." The owner of these famous words, Micheal Jordon.
All of us -- famous or not -- have had failures in our life. Whether it's not receiving full marks on an exam, not attending the top college, not being valedictorian, not getting the perfect job, not being able to make a relationship work, or not getting to a meeting on time. It is not doing whatever it is you are trying to do, when you are trying to do it, how you are trying to do it, whilst making every effort humanely possible to make it happen. When we think of our failures, we think of the most negative things, we think of it as the worst part of ourselves.
But, in the same breath, failure is absolutely necessary for success, in fact in many ways, it defines success. It's like that hot and cold type of thing, one would never know exactly what hot is without cold, and vice versa. If no one ever failed at anything, we would never be able to appreciate our successes. Most successful people will tell you, the moments that affected them the most, the ones that they will never forgot, were the ones where they failed, because in those moments, you realize exactly what you are made of. Do you rise from the ashes like the phoenix, or do you let yourself be defeated.
Not failing at something takes years of persistence, hard work, relentless effort, failure and belief."You know -- I was not the world's most secure person. I wasn't someone with an enormous amount of -- in fact, I'd say I was someone with not much self-belief at all and yet in this one thing in my life, I believed. That was the one thing in my life. I felt 'I can tell a story'," says Rowling, and that she most certainly did.

SOAPSTONE the Article 
YOU MUST have an example from the text with correct textual citation for each of your examples to receive credit! 

S: (Speaker) 


O: (Occasion this is the time frame why did it convince the speaker to write/say it now?)


A: (Audience, Who needs to read it!)


P:(Purpose/ What are they trying to do/change/get across to the readers?)


S: (Subject/ What is the main idea of the passage?)


Tone: (Author’s attitude/ How do they feel about the subject? No not informative…that is not a feeling!)


What sentence would you classify as the thesis or guiding thought throughout this article?


What type of article is this: expository, narrative, argumentative? Explain why!


How does this article relate back to the tenets of realism? Identify one quote that represents one of the tenets of realism and explain how it fits this idea!
