Graduation Paper English III




Name__________________________________

Media Center Visit (Adapted from OWL at Purdue)

Learning Objectives:

· Find a topic that interests you

· Navigate “ProQuest” to research your topic (User ID=ardreykell  Password= knights)

· Write an essential question and a working thesis

· Locate one article that supports your position, one article that negates your position, and one primary source

Step #I: Navigate “ProQuest” (www.proquestk12.com) and search for a topic that interests you. Remember you will commit to this topic for the next two years. Choose something that you would like to know more about versus a familiar content area. Ultimately you will write 8-10 pages on this topic. 

Too broad: Public schools need reform.

Too narrow: Teachers should use subject-verb agreement lessons based on argumentative writing tasks rather than sentence diagramming of subjects and verbs  because students fail to apply appropriate subject-verb agreement in their writing when taught using lessons based on sentence diagramming.

Better: Those who create public school grammar curricula should incorporate more writing-based grammar lessons instead of  traditional grammar exercises, diagramming, and memorization for better retention and application of the material.  

You should do this for both of your potential topics

1. Topic: 

What types of sources appear in the search?

Are there at least 6 sources of high academic quality? List some of the sources that you visited.

2. Topic:

What types of sources appear in the search?

Are there at least 6 sources of high academic quality? List some of the sources that you visited.

 Step #2: Further investigate your two topics. As a writer, begin by asking an essential question. Your answer should bring your subject into focus and provide you with the material to develop your topic. Good essential questions are open-ended, non-judgmental, and invite an exploration of ideas. Avoid simple questions and ambiguous terminology.
What is NOT an essential question?

1. It is NOT a question that can be answered with a yes or no.

2. It is NOT a question that can be answered in one sentence.

3. It is NOT a blurry or large question that requires a five-pound book to answer.

An essential question IS:

1. It IS a question that guides your research.

2. It IS a question that will give your research a frame and a focus.

3. It IS clear and concise—or short and sweet.

4. It IS a question that tells your audience what your project will address.

5. It IS a question that has no single “right” answer
Weak Essential Question: Should schools ban fried foods?

Strong Essential Question:  Should schools ban high caloric food in the cafeteria as a means to promote healthy eating habits for all students?

Essential Question Topic #1:

Essential Question Topic #2:

Step #3: Start looking at resources and answer the questions below. 

1. Find an article that enhances the information that you would like to explore for topic 1.
Title:

Author:

Main Claim:
2. Find an article that enhances the information that you would like to explore for topic 2.
Title:

Author:

Main Claim:
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Graduation Project:  PROJECT PROPOSAL & APPROVAL FORM
Overall Topic to be researched: _____________________________________________________ ______________________
Working thesis: _________________________________________________________________________________________
Check one: 
______ I have discussed this project with the student and find it is ACCEPTABLE. 
______ I have discussed this project with the student and find it is UNACCEPTABLE. 
Comments, suggestions, or concerns: 
Parent’s / Guardian’s Signature(s) ________________________________________ 
Date _______________ 

Teacher’s Signature ____________________________________________________ 
Date _______________










