Honors English III


A Streetcar Named Desire:  Study Guide
These questions will help to guide your understanding of the play by Tennessee Williams. Answer these questions on a piece of notebook paper while we read and watch the film version of this play in class. These questions are due on Monday, January 13th following our class seminar discussion.
Scenes 1-3

1. Why does Blanche say that she has left her teaching job to visit Stella?

2. Why does Blanche say that she lost Belle Reve?  What is Belle Reve?

3. Near the end of Scene One, what do we learn about Blanche’s husband? 

4. In Scene Two, Stanley finds out about the loss of Belle Reve.  What is his reaction? What does Stanley think that Blanche has done with the money he believes she made from selling Belle Reve?

5. When Blanche and Stella return to the apartment, the men are still there playing poker.  Which one does Stella introduce to Blanche?  What does Blanche say about him?

6. Blanche goes to the back room, a bedroom, to relax until the men finish playing.  She turns on the radio. Stanley asks her to turn it off, but when she doesn’t, what does Stanley do? 

7. Why does Blanche lie to Mitch about being younger than Stella?  Why doesn’t she like bright lights?

8. What happens between Stella and Stanley that ends the poker game?

Symbols

· Music – The play has many stage directions referring to music.  What music and songs are present in the first three scenes?  How does the music relate to the characters?

· Light – Why is the paper lantern important to Blanche? 

Scenes 4-6

1. How did Stella say she reacted to Stanley’s breaking all the light bulbs on their wedding night?

2. When Blanche and Stella are discussing Stanley, his entrance to the apartment is washed out by a passing train.  What does he hear Blanche say about him?

3. In Scene Five, Blanche is writing a letter to Shep Huntleight.  Why does she not tell him the truth of her situation?  

4. After Stella and Stanley leave, a young man comes to the door collecting money for the local newspaper, The Evening Star.  What does Blanche do to him?

5. At the end of Scene Six, Blanche is confiding in Mitch by telling him the story of how her husband died.  How did he die?  What led to that?

Scenes 7-11

1. It is now mid-September and Blanche’s birthday.  Stella has prepared a party for her.  Stanley lets Stella know that he has learned some things about Blanche.  What things?

2. Who is supposed to come over for Blanche’s birthday?  Why does Stanley say this person won’t be coming?

3. What has Stanley bought for Blanche?

4. In Scene Nine, who stops by unexpectedly to see Blanche?

5. What does Blanche admit happened after her husband’s death?  Why did she say she did this?

6. Why does Mitch say he won’t marry Blanche now?

7. Stanley comes home from the hospital.  Blanche has been drinking fairly steadily since Mitch left.  Who does she tell Stanley she heard from?  What invitation does she say he extended?

8. Blanche tells Stanley that Mitch came to see her that night.  What does she tell him the reason was?

9. What happens at the end of Scene Ten?

10. Several weeks have passed and Stella is packing Blanche’s things.  Where does Blanche think she is going?  Where is she actually going?

