Name:___________________________


“Thanatopsis”  by William Cullen Bryant

1. What does Thantopsis mean?

2. Rewrite the first lines (“To him…language” so that it is understandable)

3. What is Nature’s voice in “gayer” times?

4. What is Nature’s voice during “darker musings”?

5. What is “the last bitter hour” in line 9?

6. What words, images does Bryant  use to depict that last bitter hour?

(list at least 3) 

7.  What is the speaker’s advice when one is depressed?

8. Lines 17-72 are the voice of Nature.  What poetic/literary technique is this?

9. What is Nature’s advice to those who think sad thoughts of death in lines 17-30?

10. What will happen to the sad guy’s body? 

11. What advice is given about the fear of the solitude of death? (lines 33-37)

12. What are the decorations on “the great tomb of man”?  (line 45)  Be specific: give at least  3 details

13. Explain lines 60-61 using some of Bryant’s examples: 

14. Sum up the speaker’s advice in lines 73-82 on how to approach death when the time comes. 

15. How is this poem ROMANTIC? 

16.  How is this poem representative of Fire-Side Poets? 

STRUCTURE

In poetry, structure is the arrangement of words and lines to produce a desired effect. The structure of a poem usually emphasizes important aspects of content and can help a poet indicate shifts in mood. Use the following strategies to help you understand and make inferences about the structure and effects of Bryant’s poem:
• Notice the indented line that indicates the beginning of each of the three verse sections in the poem.

• Summarize each section to understand the content and central ideas.

• Look for details and word choices that convey mood.
As you read “Thanatopsis,” use a chart like the one shown to record the ideas and mood evoked in each section of the poem.  Write down specific words that Bryant uses to evoke the tone the he is taking in this poem.

	Section
	Ideas
	Mood
	Diction
	Tone

	1st


	Death comes to everyone.
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