Practice Exam non-fiction passage. Read the below article and answer the questions that follow on a piece of paper.

"Tulsa, Oil Capital of the World" 

(1)Today the Middle East is the region most often associated with vast amounts of oil reserves. This was not always the case. For many decades of the twentieth century, Tulsa, Oklahoma, was the reigning oil capital of the world.  

Stories of Oil    

(2) Tulsa began its climb toward worldwide prominence at the turn of the twentieth century, before Oklahoma became a state. At that time, the region’s commerce centered on raising cattle, farming, and running general stores. However, stories from the Creek Indians about oil seeping from rock structures spread throughout the region and beyond. In eastern states where oil had already been discovered, drillers and businesspeople heard the stories and surmised  that oil existed underneath the soil. Soon, oil-drilling experts from the East were finding their way to the territory.    

The Rush to Find Oil in Oklahoma    

(3) In 1901, in what was then still known as Indian Territory, Doctors J. C. W. Bland and Fred Clinton helped two Philadelphia oil workers, John S. Wick and Jesse A. Heydrick, secure equipment to drill for oil. They talked Wick and Heydrick into drilling on their own land in a small community called Red Fork. After drilling 537 feet deep, Wick and Heydrick hit a gusher. The news of the gusher quickly spread throughout America. Within weeks, thousands of fascinated fortune seekers had flowed into Red Fork. The well soon topped out, but oil prospectors continued to arrive.   

Tulsa Becomes the Oil Capital    

(4) In 1905, Robert Galbreath and Frank Chesley started drilling a well just outside of Tulsa. They named the area and the well after the landowner, Ida Glenn. They were determined to find oil. After drilling to a depth of 1,400 feet, they found themselves nearly out of money. Still, they drilled deeper, and their hunch paid off. In November, the well became a success. The gusher that arose was taller than the wooden oil derrick itself. It was not only Oklahoma’s first major oil field but also the richest oil field the world had ever seen.    

(5) Tulsa continued to vigorously build its reputation. In 1907, the Indian and Oklahoma Territories joined and became one state. That same year, Oklahoma produced more oil than any state in the nation and any other country in the world. What was once a small railroad stop called Tulsey Town had become the undisputed oil capital of the world. It would hold that title for years as young families left different parts of the country and headed to Oklahoma, hoping to dig 

Tulsa Grows in Popularity    

(6) Earlier, oil had been discovered in the neighboring state of Texas. However, many of the Texas fields had begun to wane and were being overshadowed  by the discovery of gushers near Tulsa. Additionally, the crude oil discovered in the Tulsa area was “light and sweet,” just right for refining into gasoline and kerosene. The area where the oil was being discovered had a drilling depth that was well within the range of the wooden rigs used at the time. These factors contributed to an increase in Oklahoma’s oil business, and Tulsa became a haven for young entrepreneurs who understood the growing business. Among those who came to Tulsa were people with names associated with the oil industry today, such as Harry Sinclair and J. Paul Getty, who both eventually made Tulsa their headquarters.     

Warren’s Ambition Adds to Tulsa Oil Industry    

(7) Later, in 1916, a young man named William Kelly Warren followed the advice of a friend and moved west from Nashville, Tennessee, to Sapulpa, Oklahoma. After working for several companies and learning about the business, Warren and his wife, Natalie, found their niche. They concentrated on marketing natural gasoline and liquefied petroleum (LPG) products by purchasing the production of gasoline plants. By 1953, their company, Warren Petroleum Corporation, had become one of the largest producers and marketers of natural gasoline and LPG in the world, adding more credibility to Tulsa’s growing reputation.   

(8)  Tulsa would retain its worldwide reputation for years, until the discovery of vast amounts of oil in the Middle East. Only then did Tulsa lose its position at the center of the oil-producing world.   

Write your answer on a separate sheet of paper.

1.     Adding the prefix over-  to the word  shadowed  changes the meaning to    

A.    surrounded by darkness   



C.  tested through competition

B.    supported with resources   



D.  made insignificant by comparison

2.     Which statement best  supports the main idea of the passage?    

A.    “Today the Middle East is the region most often associated with vast amounts of oil reserves.”   

B.    “ After drilling 537 feet deep, Wick and Heydrick hit a gusher.”   

C.    “It was not only Oklahoma’s first major oil field but also the richest oil field the world had ever seen.”   

D.    “Earlier, oil had been discovered in the neighboring state of Texas.”   

3.     It is ironic that the Creek Indians told stories about “oil seeping from rock structures” because    

A.    they knew of the oil but it had no value to them   

B.    commerce was based on raising cattle and farming   

C.    the stories spread throughout the region and beyond   

D.    business people believed oil existed underneath the soil   

 4.     How is the information in this passage organized?    

 A.    problem and solution   


C.    chronological order   

 B.    order of importance   


D.    cause and effect   

5.     Which statement about the city of Tulsa is best  supported by evidence in the passage?    

A.    Farming would currently be the main source of income in Tulsa without the discovery of oil.   

B.    Tulsa’s size and reputation would not have grown so quickly without the discovery of oil.   

C.    Fortunes would still have been made by people in Tulsa without the discovery of oil.   

D.    People would not have settled in Tulsa without the discovery of oil.   

6.     Read this sentence from the passage.  

 “Within weeks, thousands of fascinated fortune seekers had flowed into Red Fork.” 

Why does the author most likely  use alliteration in this sentence?    

A.    to compare the prospectors to the hidden oil   

B.    to give human characteristics to the landscape   

C.    to exaggerate the number of people who arrived   

D.    to draw attention to an important part of the passage   

7.     Which statement is the best summary of this passage?    

A.    Galbreath and Chesley’s success in drilling for oil put Tulsa on the oil industry’s map.   

B.    A series of fortunate events led to Tulsa’s dominance in the twentieth-century oil industry.   

C.    If a city like “Tulsey Town” can become the world’s oil capital, then other towns can as well.   

D.    If it were not for the Creek Indians, it is unlikely Tulsa would have become the world’s oil capital.   

8.     How would this passage most likely be different if it were written from the first-person point of view by a twentieth-century oil prospector?    

A.    It would reveal the speaker’s thoughts, emotions, and circumstances.   

B.    It would provide a detailed history of Tulsa’s prominence in the oil industry.   

C.    It would persuade people to move to Tulsa to make their personal fortunes.   

D.    It would describe the motivations and actions of many oil prospectors of the time. 
  9. Short Response: Using textual evidence, explain how Tulsa lost its reign as the oil capital of the world. 
Directions: Read the following passage carefully. Then answer questions that follow.
"I Am Cinema"   


I am  cinema.  


I live in dark boxes     


as large as a theater,    


as small as a computer chip.    

5 
I live in a rectangular realm of shadows    


because I evaporate in sunlight.   

 
I am cinema.    


I live on celluloid, 


 
nourished by the thin, moist coating of emulsion 

10 
on a strip of motion picture fi lm.    


I sometimes feed on plastic,     


written, encrypted on a DVD     


that you purchase in a box,    


for I live only in boxes.   

 15 
Sometimes I dwell in the vast square darkness    


of a fading movie palace.    


Sometimes in the small electric confines    


of a television set,    


or in the thin four-cornered cage of an LCD screen.    

20 
I can live only in boxes.   

 
I am cinema.    


When my mask is smiling, I am comedy.    


A fool trips and falls unharmed.    


A pompous clown with a cream pie face.    

25 
Mayhem and confusion reign.    


I make you laugh and lift your soul.    


Chameleon-like, I change the color of your day.   


When my mask is frowning, I am tragedy.    


A hero tries but fails.  

30 
I am a hurricane, a tidal wave, a sinking ship. 


 I am a person lost and never found.  


I make you cry,  but also make you know   


what it means to be human. 

 35 
I am cinema.  


I need you to witness me or I am nothing.  


The power of your vision  


determines who I am.  


Your mind and heart are my cocoon. 

 40 
I enter in through eyes and ears 


 to light the furnace of your imagination.  


Sometimes I am a glowing ember.  


Sometimes, a furious  inferno .   


I give you hope and aspiration.  

 45 
I live inside your head,  


the box that holds your brain,  


for I live only in boxes. 


I am cinema.  


I make you think.  

50 
I make you feel.  I make you know.  And in return, you 

make me live.   

celluloid:  a film used for motion pictures   

emulsion:  a gelatinous coating found on photographic film or paper  

1.     Read this dictionary entry.  

cinema  n.     1.  a film or movie   2.  a movie theater   3.  the film or movie industry   4.  the art or technique of making a film or movie 

  Which definition  best  fits the meaning of the word  cinema  as it is used in this poem?    

  A.    Definition 1   



C.  Definition 3

  B.    Definition 2   



D.  Definition 4 

2.     The description of cinema as “Chameleon-like” in line 27 is mainly intended to show that    

  A.    cinema is similar to a wild animal   

  B.    cinema can be elusive and hard to see   

  C.    cinema is confusing and difficult to define   

  D.    cinema can change based on viewers’ opinions   

3.     Read lines 42–43 from the poem.  

 “Sometimes I am a glowing ember. / Sometimes, a furious inferno .”  

  The word inferno   most closely  means    

  A.    blazing fire   

  B.    radiant light   

  C.    fierce storm   

  D.    warming heat   

4.     Which lines from the poem provide the best example of imagery?    

  A.    “I am cinema. / I live on celluloid.” (lines 7–8)   

  B.    “ A fool trips and falls unharmed. / A pompous clown with a cream pie face.” (lines 23–24)   

  C.    “I make you cry, / but also make you know / what it means to be human.” (lines 32–34)   

  D.    “I am cinema. / I make you think.” (lines 48–49)    

5.     Which alternate title best fits the poem?    

  A.    “Cinema Depends on Viewers”   

  B.    “Everyone Loves the Cinema”   

  C.    “How Cinema Is Created”   

  D.    “Cinema Matters Today”   

6.     How does the speaker most likely feel in lines 28–34?    

  A.    frustrated   

  B.    optimistic   

  C.    reflective

  D.    superior   

7.     Read lines 21–22 from the poem.  

 “I am cinema. / When my mask is smiling, I am comedy.” 

  The author uses personification in these lines to    

  A.    reveal that cinema prefers to hide its feelings   

  B.    illustrate through humor that cinema can be funny   

  C.    give cinema attributes that make it seem more alive   

  D.    draw attention to cinema through repetition of sounds   

8.     Which lines from the poem best communicate the poem’s theme?    

  A.    “I live in dark boxes / as large as a theater,” (lines 2–3)   

  B.    “I sometimes feed on plastic, / written, encrypted on a DVD” (lines 11–12)   

  C.    “Sometimes in the small electric confines / of a television set,” (lines 17–18)   

  D.    “The power of your vision / determines who I am.” (lines 37–38)  

Answers:

“Tulsa”

1. D

2. C

3. A

4. C

5. B

6. D

7. B

8. A

“I am Cinema”

1. A

2. D

3. A

4. B

5. A

6. C

7. C

8. D

